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The history of  the Kinnelon War Memorial was brought to the attention of  the Borough Historian by Council-
man Eric Harriz. An investigation into the origins of  the memorials was conducted.

Prior to 1922 when the Borough of  Kinnelon was incorporated, any memorial of  area soldiers would have been 
undertaken in Pequannock Township and also in the neighboring Borough of  Butler. (During World War II 
Morris Kinney donated Ivy to be planted around Butler’s Spanish American War Memorial.) 

World War II would be the first American conflict in which citizens from Kinnelon Borough would have been 
involved. During the war a “Roll of  Honor” was erected at the school which depicted those who were actively 
serving. (Figure 1) Shortly after the conclusion of  World War II, In May 1948, the George P. Siek Tri Borough 
Post 8096 of  the V.F.W. presented a bronze tablet naming area soldiers who been killed during the war. Three 
identical tablets were produced and presented, one each, to the three Tri-Boro towns; Kinnelon, Butler, & 
Bloomingdale as part of  the 1948 Memorial Day Celebrations. (Figure 2) This bronze tablet was likely mounted 
to a large stone in front of  the school, where it lived for many years. (Figure 3.) Walter Coombs and Arthur 
Smyth were the two deceased Kinnelon soldiers listed on the tablet. Birth records of  these two individuals were 
requested by Councilman Harriz.

Figure 1 showing Roll of  Honor in front of  Kinnelon Public School, Circa 1943



Birth Record of  Walter Coombs

Figure 2 
Memorial Plaque by VFW

Figure 3
Large stone in front of  School
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In 1965, The Borough of  Kinnelon purchased a 21.97 acre tract of  land from the Kinnelon Board of  Education 
in order to build a new municipal complex consisting of  Library, Garage, and Borough Hall. The new complex 
was completed in 1966. In April 1967, it was announced that the Kinnelon Jaycee’s had submitted plans for a 
war memorial to be erected on the municipal green. As part of  the Memorial Day celebration Mayor Walter 
Nash commented upon the completion of  the memorial. A second bronze plaque was presented to the borough 
(Figure 4). It was at this time that the original VFW Bronze tablet was relocated from the Kiel School to the new 
location.

At some point between 1967 and 2000 a second semi circular arch, a mirror image of  the one installed by the 
Jaycees was added. The origin of  this second structure is unknown. (Figure 5) 

It is difficult to understand why, in the period from the original VFW Bronze in 1949 to the present day, that no 
municipal recognition of  Korean or Vietnam war dead was undertaken by the Borough. The only Kinnelon war 
casualty of  the Korea conflict was James Nelson Dorland. Mr. Dorland was commemorated by the erection of  a 
flag pole and memorial tablet at the Smoke Rise North Gate. (Figure 6) For many years the Smoke Rise Sail-
ing Club started their season with the “Peter Kemper Memorial Race”. Kemper died immediately following his 
basic training at the age of  19. The Kemper family had moved from Kinnelon just 4 months prior, so technically 
a resident of  Boonton Township. (Figure 7)
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Birth Record of  James Smyth



Figure 4 Municipal Building and War Memorial Circa 1973

Figure 5 Municipal Building Under Construction Circa 2000. Note second arch added.



Figure 6 Dorland Memorial Tablet at Smoke Rise North Gate

The Vietnam War saw the deaths of  two Kinnelon soldiers;  Jay T. Dandurand and Vincent L. Jacobs, both 
graduates of  Kinnelon High School. Memorial tablets for these two soldiers can be found near the high school 
flagpole. (Figures 8, 9 & 10)
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Figure 7 Newspaper Notifi ction Concerning Peter Kemper 1958



Figure 8 Dandurand Tablet at Kinnelon High School

Figure 10 Vietnam Memorial at Kinnelon High School

Figure 9 JacobsTablet at Kinnelon High School

Vietnam Memorial at Kinnelon High School



In 2001 the current war memorial was constructed as part of  the larger facilities project which included the 
enlargement of  the municipal building, library and renovation of  the old Kiel School. At a Mayor & Council 
meeting held on April 19, 2001 a change order detailing various aspects of  the project included a line item of  
$15,000 for construction of  the war monument. At the May 2001 Council Meeting, Facilities Chairman Bud 
LaMarca commented that the new memorial will be utilized for Memorial Day. At the July 2001 Council meet-
ing an additional change order noted $1780 for plants around memorial. The new concept was likely designed 
by Donald Terry, a Kinnelon resident, who was the principal architect for the entire facilities program. (Mr. 
Terry passed away in 2015). A borough wide newsletter was distributed in Summer 2001 which included an im-
age of  the newly constructed memorial (Figure 11).

After the new monument was erected a bronze tablet was installed honoring those Kinnelon residents or former 
residents that were killed as a result of  the terror attack that occurred on September 11, 2001. James Martello, 
Mathew Yarnell and Seth Morris were named on a plaque that was created by 17 year old Greg Carafello and 
dedicated on the monument at a ceremony held on December 5, 2004. (Figure 12)

Jonathan Batista was killed in Afghanistan on July 8th 2012. A bronze memorial tablet in his honor was installed 
as part of  the Memorial Day activities in May 2013. (Figure 13)

The current condition of  the monument was documented in May 2025. (Figure 14)  Shortly thereafter the 
monument erected in 2001 was removed. The plants were removed and the ground leveled as seen in current 
conditions photo. (Figure 15)

Various newspaper article are attached.
Council Minutes from 2001 are available electronically

Figure 11 Newly Constructed Memorial as shown in Kinnelon News Summer 2001



Figure 12 September 11 2001 memorial tablet installed in 2004

Figure 13 Jonathan Batista  memorial tablet installed May 2013



Figure 14 Showing  completed 2001 monument prior to removal May 2025

Figures 15 Show removed monument August 2025
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