The Kinnelon War Memorial
Thomas Kline, Borough Historian
August 2025

The history of the Kinnelon War Memorial was brought to the attention of the Borough Historian by Council-
man Eric Harriz. An investigation into the origins of the memorials was conducted.

Prior to 1922 when the Borough of Kinnelon was incorporated, any memorial of area soldiers would have been
undertaken in Pequannock Township and also in the neighboring Borough of Butler. (During World War II
Morris Kinney donated Ivy to be planted around Butler’s Spanish American War Memorial.)

World War II would be the first American conflict in which citizens from Kinnelon Borough would have been
involved. During the war a “Roll of Honor” was erected at the school which depicted those who were actively
serving. (Figure 1) Shortly after the conclusion of World War II, In May 1948, the George P. Siek Tri Borough
Post 8096 of the VEW. presented a bronze tablet naming area soldiers who been killed during the war. Three
identical tablets were produced and presented, one each, to the three Tri-Boro towns; Kinnelon, Butler, &
Bloomingdale as part of the 1948 Memorial Day Celebrations. (Figure 2) This bronze tablet was likely mounted
to a large stone in front of the school, where it lived for many years. (Figure 3.) Walter Coombs and Arthur
Smyth were the two deceased Kinnelon soldiers listed on the tablet. Birth records of these two individuals were
requested by Councilman Harriz.

Figure 1 showing Roll of Honor in_front of Kinnelon Public School, Circa 1943
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Burth Record of James Smyth

In 1965, The Borough of Kinnelon purchased a 21.97 acre tract of land from the Kinnelon Board of Education
in order to build a new municipal complex consisting of Library, Garage, and Borough Hall. The new complex
was completed in 1966. In April 1967, it was announced that the Kinnelon Jaycee’s had submitted plans for a
war memorial to be erected on the municipal green. As part of the Memorial Day celebration Mayor Walter
Nash commented upon the completion of the memorial. A second bronze plaque was presented to the borough

(Figure 4). It was at this time that the original VFW Bronze tablet was relocated from the Kiel School to the new
location.

At some point between 1967 and 2000 a second semi circular arch, a mirror image of the one installed by the
Jaycees was added. The origin of this second structure is unknown. (Figure 5)

It 1s difficult to understand why, in the period from the original VFW Bronze in 1949 to the present day, that no
municipal recognition of Korean or Vietham war dead was undertaken by the Borough. The only Kinnelon war
casualty of the Korea conflict was James Nelson Dorland. Mr. Dorland was commemorated by the erection of a
flag pole and memorial tablet at the Smoke Rise North Gate. (Figure 6) For many years the Smoke Rise Sail-

ing Club started their season with the “Peter Kemper Memorial Race”. Kemper died immediately following his
basic training at the age of 19. The Kemper family had moved from Kinnelon just 4 months prior, so technically
a resident of Boonton Township. (Figure 7)



Figure 4 Municypal Building and War Memorial Circa 1973

Figure 5 Municipal Building Under Construction Circa 2000. Note second arch added.
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Figure 6 Dorland Memorial Tablet at Smoke Rise North Gate

The Vietnam War saw the deaths of two Kinnelon soldiers; Jay T. Dandurand and Vincent L. Jacobs, both
graduates of Kinnelon High School. Memorial tablets for these two soldiers can be found near the high school

flagpole. (Figures 8, 9 & 10)
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Figure 10 Vietnam Memorial at Kinnelon High School Vietnam Memorial at Kinnelon High School



Figure 11 Newly Constructed Memorial as shown in Kinnelon News Summer 2001

In 2001 the current war memorial was constructed as part of the larger facilities project which included the
enlargement of the municipal building, library and renovation of the old Kiel School. At a Mayor & Council
meeting held on April 19, 2001 a change order detailing various aspects of the project included a line item of
$15,000 for construction of the war monument. At the May 2001 Council Meeting, Facilities Chairman Bud
LaMarca commented that the new memorial will be utilized for Memorial Day. At the July 2001 Council meet-
ing an additional change order noted $1780 for plants around memorial. The new concept was likely designed
by Donald Terry, a Kinnelon resident, who was the principal architect for the entire facilities program. (Mr.
Terry passed away in 2015). A borough wide newsletter was distributed in Summer 2001 which included an im-
age of the newly constructed memorial (Figure 11).

After the new monument was erected a bronze tablet was installed honoring those Kinnelon residents or former
residents that were killed as a result of the terror attack that occurred on September 11, 2001. James Martello,
Mathew Yarnell and Seth Morris were named on a plaque that was created by 17 year old Greg Carafello and
dedicated on the monument at a ceremony held on December 5, 2004. (Figure 12)

Jonathan Batista was killed in Afghanistan on July 8th 2012. A bronze memorial tablet in his honor was installed
as part of the Memorial Day activities in May 2013. (Figure 13)

The current condition of the monument was documented in May 2025. (Figure 14) Shortly thereafter the
monument erected in 2001 was removed. The plants were removed and the ground leveled as seen in current
conditions photo. (Figure 15)

Various newspaper article are attached.
Council Minutes from 2001 are available electronically



Figure 13 Jonathan Batista memonial tablet installed May 2013
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Figures 15 Show removed monument August 2025
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Kinnelon

(Continued from Page 25)
draw up plans for the recon-
struction of Stonehouse Road.
Funds for this improvement will
come out of capital surplus.

Councilman Glenn Sisco re-
ported that the Kinnelon Jay-
cee’s, as a community service
project, have submitted plans
for a memorial to honor Kinne-
lon’s war dead. The memorial,
to be located in front of the
Muncipal Building, will be two
feet high and one foot, four inch-
es wide; to be constructed of
bricks matching the building
and have a flagstone top. The
council voted to authorize the
memorial, expressing gratitude
to the Jaycee's

Sisco also reported that mem-
ber of the Kinnelon Police Asso-
ciation and the recreation com-
mittee conducted sound tests in
the rear of the Municipal Com-
plex property where they wish
to build a rifle and pistol range.
The council moved that the re-

.lcreation committee draw up

plans for the range and submit

them for further consideration.
Set Speed Limits

Appr_ovzﬂ of Ordinance 267, es-

.|tablishing speed limits of sever-

al borough roads, has been re-
ceived from the State Depart-
ment of Transportation. The
limits established are: Fayson
Lakes Road, 35 miles per hour;
Cutlass Road, 35 miles per hour;
all Smoke Rise roads, 30 miles
per hour; and Ricker Road, 30
miles per hour,

The mayor and council went

Llon record as being in approval

of a land trade between the bor-
ough and Joseph Paterno. The
borough wishes to acquire 10
feet of Paterno’s pro to en-
able it to widen Kiel Avenue at
the turn-off into the Meadetown
Shopping Center. The motion
was passed with the provisos
that all easement rights shall be
retained by ‘the borough and

P

that no building be allowed on
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Report Lt. Dorland |
Missing in Action

Headquarters Divislon. since Nov.
1 of last year.

A former resident of Glen Ridge,
he moved to Smoke Rise with his
family a few years afoy, He was

uated from Willlams College,
aryland in 1950 %

wwu commissioned at Fort
. Ohlahoma. He later was sta-
tioned at Camp Carson, Colorado
land t was assigned to duty and
‘lan Aritie Indoctrination Course in
f|Alaska before being sent to Korea.

the
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Flagpole Honors Memory
Of Lt. James Dorland

A service was held on Sunday at
Smoke Rise, Butler, to dedicate a
flagpole and plagque which have |
been given by the people of Smoke
Rise in memory of Lieutenant
James N. Dorland, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond P. Dorland of Smoke |
Rise, formerly of Glen Ridge. Lieut.
| Dorland was Kkilled in Korea on
March 26, 1953. He was 24. |

George Griesenbeck of Smoke
Rise was the master of ceremonies.
The Rev. Charles L. Copenhaver of

Glen Ridge Congregational Church
gave the dedication. The Boy Scouts
of Smoke Rise served as the color
guard for the flag raising.

th
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Crash Kills Morris Marine

' s A four-year U.S, Marine Corps veteran
from Kinnelon has been killed in a heli-
copter crash in Vietnam.

The victim was 1st L. Vincent Jacobs,
23, of Fayson Lakes Road, Kinnelon, He
was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent
Jacobs, of Kinnelon, and the hushand of
Mrs, Susan M. Jacobs, of Mount Arling-
ton.

Lt. Jacobs was graduated from Kinne-
Jon High School in 1965. He played fresh-
man and varsity football and was class-
room representative in his senior year.

Lt. Jacobs was known for his skill as
a scuba diver, hunter and water skier, He
was also active in the Police Athletic
League. After graduation, he joined
the Marine Corps and went to Officer's
Candidate School. He was graduated as a
helicopter pilot.

_ According to Marine sources, Lt. Jac-
obs was killed in a helicopter crash some
months ago. He had been listed as miss-
) ing. His body was recovered last week.

, y ' Lt. Jacobs was the first serviceman
14, Vincent Jacobs from Kinnelon to lose his life in the Viet.

First from Kinnelon nam war,
R R T R I e L e e SR
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JAY T. nmumrm
Kinnelon Pilot
War Victim

KINNELON — Flags wlll»be '

flown atbalhtntfhoreforthl'
" next 30 days to mourn the death

of Warrant Officer Jay T. Dan-
durand, 21, who was killed
March 12 in Vietnam.

The victim’s family was. no-|

tified Monday.

n

boro ueond casual-
dym the m conflict, Dan- .
ura

nd was assigned to the
128th Helicopter Assault Co.
11th “Aviation Group “when he
met death while on a rescue
mission, =
Dandurand, who was married
to the former Sandra Aiornet-
to of 18 Munn Ave., Riverdale,
was sent to Vietnam in Decem-

. dCOntinucd on Page 14, Col. 5)
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KINNELON

Sept. 11 Memorial
dedicated to fallen

BY DEBORAH WALSH
Staff Writer

Though itis said that time heals
all wounds, some wounds may
never completely heal. The com-
munity will never forget the vic-
tims of the terrorist attacks on
Sept. 11, 2001 and a plaque has
been dedicated in their memory
on the grounds of the municipal
building.

The plaque installation was a
personal project for Greg Carafel-
lo, 17 His dad’s closest friend, Jim-
my Martello, a 1978 graduate of
Kinnelon High School, was killed
in the 9/11 attack on the World
Trade Center. Carafello wanted a
fitting tribute to all three victims,
Martello, Seth Morris and
Matthew Yarnell, who had lived
in Kinnelon and tragically lost
their lives in the attack.

“I felt it was the right thing to
do;” said Greg, who is a junior at

Don Bosco. “I asked the mayor
what we could do and it was
decided that a plaque would serve
as a good memorial”

Greg raised the $400 for the
plaque by soliciting donations
from local businesses. Taste of
Reality Deli, Famularo’s Deli,
Kinnelon Country Wines &
Liquors, Puddingstone Market
and Leoscorp Variety Store made
the creation of the plaque possi-
ble. The Borough Department of
Works installed the plaque at the
war memorials on the green at
Borough Hall.

At the Dec. 5 dedication ser-
vice, Greg read a poem from an
unknown author that he felt was
apropos. The poem was entitled,
“The Measure of a Man”

The Measure of a Man

Not - “How did he die?” But -
“How did he live?”

Not - “What did he gain?” But
- “What did he give?”

These are the units to measure
the worth

Of a man as a man, regardless
of birth.

Not — “What was his station?
But - “Had he a heart?”

And - “How did he play his
God-given part?

Was he ever ready with a word
of good cheer?

To bring back a smile, to ban-
ish a tear?”

Not - “What was his church?”
Nor - “What was his creed?”

But - “Had he befriended
those really in need?”

Not - “What did the sketch in
the newspaper say?”

But - “How many were sorry
when he passed away?”

The dedication started with a
SEE SEPT. 11, PAGE A7
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SEPT. 11

FROM PAGE A1

prayer from Msgr. Joseph Goode of
Our Lady of the Magnificat R.C.
Church. Fr. Goode referenced
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 “for everything
there is a season”” Fr. Goode spoke
of remembering Jimmy, Matthew
and Seth for their gift of love and
said comfort can be taken in the
fact that the three are gathered in
the palm of God’s hand.

Mayor Glenn Sisco said a young
man, who wanted a proper place
to put the three Kinnelon men’s
names, where they could be
viewed in perpetuity, approached
him. There was some brainstorm-
ing before the plaque idea materi-
alized, he indicated.

“There is a common sadness. As
time goes on, it heals a lot of things.
Some healing maybe never takes
place. We care and share as a com-
munity;” said Sisco.

The plaque bears an image of
the Kinnelon Colt, which is a sym-
bol all three men had ties to.
Yarnell and Martello were both
Kinnelon High School (KHS)
graduates. The colt is the symbol of
Kinnelon public school sports
teams and recreation department
teams. Matthew Yarnell was on the
ICHS ski team and was a National
Merit Scholar at KHS, a distinc-
tion achieved by only the brightest
of students. Seth Morris was a Kin-
nelon Recreation Department soc-
cer clinic coach, inline hockey
coach and girl’s softball coach. Jim-
my Martello was a star linebacker
for the KHS football team and
received a full scholarship to the
University of Tennessee in Chat-
tanooga. He also played basketball
at KHS.

The plaque bears the three
men’s names and the words:

“To honor the innocent men of
Kinnelon, who perished in the sin-
ful acts of terrorist on Sept. 11,
2001. May all you have given to
the town be remembered and cher-
ished”

After the ceremony, Matthew’s
mother, Michele acknowledged
that the pain of the loss of here son
will never go completely away, but
had praise for Greg's efforts.

“Greg did a great job with the
plaque. It was a very nice thing to
do and what was especially great
about it was that a kid did it. It was
a well-conducted service. Mayor
Sisco did a great job. He has
always shown such great interest in
the people of this town”

Lynn Morris Piccolo, Seth’s
wife, also acknowledged Greg’s
efforts.

“I think it was a lovely tribute to
Seth and the other victims. The
plaque was beautiful,’ she said.

Scholarships are named for
each of the three victims at KHS.
Lynn Morris Piccolo said two
KHS graduating seniors are
awarded a $5,000 Seth Morris
Heroes Foundation scholarship
annually. The scholarships are
awarded to students, who demon-
strate academic achievement and
community service.

“I look for students, who give
back to the community in any way.
I receive beautiful paragraphs from
students who tell me what they
have done for their community. I
am amazed by the quality of the
students at KHS;” she said.

Michele Yarnell said many
youngsters have benefited by the
Matthew D. Yarnell Scholarship
and that continued donations are
appreciated. Students may check
the KHS guidance department for
the criteria used to award the
scholarship.

The James Martello Memorial
Scholarship Fund is awarded to a
student athlete that displays the
type of drive and dedication
Martello exhibited while at KHS.

Marianne Sticker, guidance
department supervisor at KHS,
said all three scholarships remain
active. Donations to all three
scholarship funds can be mailed to
KHS at 121 Kinnelon Rd., Kin-
nelon, NJ 07405.

“These scholarships are award-
ed to students who are involved in
community service. The recipients
serve as good role models for
younger students because all three
of these scholarships are named for
men who were outstanding com-
munity members,” said Stricker.

Debbie Walsh’s e-mail address is
walshde@northjersey.com
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Remembering those who gave all

PHOTO BY DEBBIE WALSH

The plaque dedicated to U.S.
Army Specialist Jonathan
Batista.

BY DEBORAH WALSH
Staff Writer

Amid a “Field of Freedom”
containing a wave of American
flags paying tribute to deceased
veterans, many residents turned
out for a memorial service to
honor those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for their country.

Although one of the focal
points of the service was the ded-
ication of a memorial plaque
honoring U.S. Army Specialist
Jonathan Batista, who was killed
while serving in Afghanistan dur-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom
on July 8, 2012, all those affiliated
with the Kinnelon community
who have been killed in action
were honored. These included
residents and/or Kinnelon High
School (KHS) graduates.

Among those honored were
Walter Coombs and Arthur
Smyth, who were killed when
serving their country during
World War II. Vietnam veterans
who made the ultimate sacrifice
included First Lt. Vincent Jacobs
of Kinnelon, who was a member
of the KHS Class of 1966, and
WO 1 (Warrant Officer) Jay T.
DanBurand of Riverdale, who
was a member of the KHS Class
of 1965.

When addressing the crowd,
Mayor Robert Collins recalled a
scene from the movie “Saving
Private Ryan” when Capt. John
Miller (Tom Hanks) lies dying.
Capt. Miller tells the young Pri-
vate James Ryan to “earn it,”
meaning he should live his life to
the fullest and make the sacrifices
of his rescuers worth it. Collins
challenged those attending to also
“earn it.”

Email: walshde@northjersey.com

PHOTO BY SANDY STUCKI

The American flags located on the green at the Kinnelon municipal building are part of the
Field of Freedom project. The flags were donated in honor of deceased veterans, and the
donations went to the America's Vet Dogs k-9 corps, and Reserve Aid.

e i £
PHOTO BY DEBBIE WALSH

Kinnelon Mayor Robert Collins addresses the crowd at a May 27 Memorial Day service.
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Those who gave all honored at ceremony

Amid a “Field of Freedom" containing a wave of American flags paying
tribute to deceased veterans, many residents turned out for a
memorial service to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice for
their country. Although one of the focal points of the service was the
dedication of a memorial plague honoring U.S. Army Specialist
Jonathan Batista, who was killed while serving in Afghanistan during
Operation Enduring Freedom on July 8, 2012, all those affiliated with
the Kinnelon community who have been killed in action were honored.
These included residents and/or Kinnelon High School (KHS) graduates.

Complete story, see Suburban Trends, A1, May 29, 2013

Clipped By:
thomaslkline3
Aug 13,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



News S Suburban Trends (West Milford, New Jersey) - Wed, Jan 1, 2(
by <Dlancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/593795236/ Downloaded on Au:

STAFF PHOTO BY JOE SARNO

Created by an Eagle Scout, a veterans memorial garden was
dedicated at the Kinnelon Reformed Church on Sept. 22. A
special remembrance for U.S. Army Specialist Jonathan
Batista, a Kinnelon resident who was Killed in action on July 8,
2012 during Operation Enduring Freedom, was part of the
dedication ceremony.
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Eight local Boy Scouts recognized
for achieving Scouting’s top rank

BY DEBORAH WALSH
Staff Writer

With only 7 percent of Boy
Scouts earning Scouting’s highest
rank, it was especially impressive
that the mayor and council had a
whole flock of Eagle Scouts to
honor recently.

When Mayor Robert Collins
congratulated the Eagle Scouts at
the April 16 Borough Council
meeting, he could recall firsthand
how difficult it is to attain the pin-
nacle of Scouting. Collins, along
with his four brothers, are all Eagle
Scouts.

“Becoming an Eagle Scout is a
tremendous undertaking for the
Scout and the Scout’s family. I
thank the parents for their sup-
port. Earning an Eagle Scout rank
goes beyond the award. You will

carry the skills you learned with
you for the rest of your life,” he
said.

Collins, who worked with his
volunteer fire company on public
awareness and communication
regarding fire safety and spear-
headed a project to involve the
community in keeping fire
hydrants free of snow during the
winter months as his project,
asked each of the Eagle Scouts to
describe his Eagle project.

Ryan Beggs estimated his proj-
ect entailed roughly 250 hours of
work. He built adjustable shelving
at the new Boonton Avenue Fire-
house and landscaped around the
flagpole of the Company No. 2
facility. Beggs said one of the most
difficult aspects of his project was
to rush to finish it before winter.

Matthew Subliskey constructed

shelving and an entrance ramp for
a storage building at Qur Lady of
the Magnificat. By seeing his proj-
ect through from start to finish, he
said he learned leadership skills in
dealing with both adults and fel-
low Scouts.

Andrew Bertollo constructed a
veteran’s memorial and reflection
area at the Reformed Church in
Kinnelon, which was dedicated to
US. Army Specialist Jonathan
Batista, who was killed on July 8,
2012 in Afghanistan.

Batista’s family resides in Kin-
nelon. Bertollo said the military
has always been important to him
and he was glad to honor Batista.
He estimated that 370 hours were
dedicated to the completion of his
project.

Jarrett McSpirit-Brush installed
landscaping beds and a walkway

\'.ING SALE

Nursery
Stock

Arriving
Daily

L BEDDING FLATS

$1 1 ) 9 for $99
24 PLANTS PER FLAT
R 50 VARIETIES OF FLOWERS
& VEGETABLES

20% OFF

ALL
JAPANESE
MAPLES

FORSYTHIA
Reg. 24.99

SALE 19.99

HERBS/VEGETABLES

SAIF

EMERALD GREEN
ARBORVITAE
4'-5' Reg. $49.99
SALE $29.99
5'-6' Reg. $59.99
SALE $39.99

at the Kinnelon High School foot-
ball (KHS) field. As a member of
the KHS Colts football team, he
said he valued being part of the
team and wanted to build some-
thing that would engender respect
among students, his team and
opposing teams as they stepped
onto the Fred Morse Field.

Maxwell Hofbauer built a paver
patio for the snack stand at the
Boonton Avenue recreational
field. Hofbauer learned how to
overcome difficulty, resilience and
leadership skills when he realized
he had the wrong type of stone for
the project and had to make
changes to his project.

Griffin Weiss replaced cedar
posts and wrought iron fencing at
Fredericks Cemetery in Fayson
Lakes in Kinnelon. During the 2.5
days working at the cemetery, he
enjoyed meeting residents of the
neighborheod that he did not
know. It was also rewarding that
these residents expressed their
appreciation for the work that was
being done, he said.

Nicholas Summerville renovat-
ed pet stalls and constructed a pet
food and supplies donation box at
the Kinnelon Volunteer Animal
Shelter. Summerville said he built
most of his project at home so
accurate measurement was espe-
cially crucial. Summerville said he
learned leadership skills in super-
vising younger Scouts in the use of
hand tools.

Historically, Kinnelon has had
multiple Eagle Scouts attain scout-
ing’s highest rank. In 2010, it had
an unprecedented nine Scouts
earn their Eagle rank. When that
event was celebrated, Ray Crane,
who was advancement chairman
for Troop 277, said in 2004, Troop
277 had six Eagles; in 2005, five
Eagles and in 1990, 1994, 1996
and 2002, the troop had four
Scouts achieve the Eagle rank.

Email: walshde@northjersey.com
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Walter R. Coombs, of
Kinnelon, Among Those
Reported Missing

BERGEN RESIDENTS |:

In its fourtcenth casualty list,
the Navy today named six men
from this vieinity as missing.

One of these s Waller Robert
Coombs, yeoman, 23, son of Wes-
tervelt Coombs, of
Kinnelon., whose family had been
| previously notified.
graduate of Preakness Ele.-
mentary school. Coombs moved to
Kinnelon in 1938 Prier to service,
he was employed by the Ploneer
Baking company as a driver, He
entered the service two years ago. ]

The day before notification. the
family received a post card from
him which, re-routed. did not dis-
close his location. While in Kin.
nelon. Coombs resided with his
father and eight brothers and sis-

Kiel avenue,

The following Bergen counly

(Continued on Page 12. Col 7)
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War Department
Lists Casualties

Seven men, from the Paterson
area appeared on the casualty lists
of the government vesterday.
Three were reported missing, and
four wounded in action.

Missing in the European area
are:

Sergt. Giovanni Russo, son of
Mrs. Anna Russo of 51 Martha
place, Passaic.

First Lieut. Arthur J. Smyth,
son of James A. Smyth. Kiel ave-
nue, Butler.

Second Lieut. Timothy 'N. Tar-
pey. husband of Mrs. Loretta K.
Tairpey. 174 Sherman street, Pas-
saic.

Wounded in European and Medi-
terranean area:

Private First Class James Kay,
Jr.., brother of Mrs. Isabel Roth
of 474 Main stregt, previously re-

ported wounded in The Call of
June 14,

Private Cornelius V. Sweerus,
husband of Mrs. Sadie Sweerus
of 113 East Eighth street. Clifton.

Tech. 4th Gr., Thaddeus L. So-
bota, son of Mrs. Mary Sobota of
5 Sherman street. Passaic. previ-
ously reported wounded in The
Call of May 11.
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